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Division of the Social Sciences
University of Minnesota, Morris
Morris, MN
****Approved 8-22-19*****
April 16, 2019
Division Meeting Minutes
Imholte Hall 109

Faculty in Attendance: Joseph Beaver, Cyrus Bina, Ed Brands, Sheri Breen, Dave Brown, Emily
Bruce, Stephen Burks, Rebecca Dean, Satis Devokota, Bart Finzel, Farah Gilanshah, Steve Gross,
Sandra J. Gutierrez (post-doc), Roland Guyotte, Marissa Holst, Elliot James, Tom Johnson, Seungho Joo, Arne Kildegaard (chair), Tim Lindberg, Clement Loo, Leslie Meek, Kerry Michael, Ben
Narvaez, Christina Ortiz, Bibhudutta Panda, Heather Peters, Roger Rose, Dennis Stewart, Kevin
Whalen, and Lauri Wyum
Student Representatives in Attendance: Autumn Johnson and Jennifer Snyder
Faculty Excused: Jennifer Deane (sabbatical)
Student Representatives Not in Attendance: Jake Barnes, Elise Klarenbeck, Tami White
Called to order at 11:40 by Division Chair Arne Kildegaard. Because of her schedule, Chancellor
Michelle Behr spoke first.
Dr. Behr praised UMM community members for doing more with less during a time of budgetary
crisis, and announced that her primary aim for this meeting was to listen.
1.

Stephen Burks urged the need for more emphasis on research in the aspirational statements
currently being worked on. Chancellor Behr replied that UMM is concentrating on four
statements this spring and will turn to another four in the fall, among which research is one.
2. Arne Kildegaard addressed the issue of enrollment. UMM needs more than 375 entering
students. Chancellor Behr stated that UMM must emphasize both getting and keeping.
Possibilities for recruitment include a regional Latinx population and a Somali population
in the Willmar area. She noted the campus role in providing translation services as a way
to let local parents know about UMM. The new Systemwide Enrollment Council which
supports all five U of M campuses will be crucial. The point is to “grow the entire pie”
while highlighting campus distinctiveness. She is hopeful that President-designate Gabel
“gets it” on enrollment. On retention too much time is spent in “isolated corners.” Students
may not know what services are available. UMM might be able to provide scholarship
money to students in need who are close to graduation.
3. Emily Bruce asked whether President-designate Gabel is aware of the importance of the
Native American tuition waiver. Chancellor Behr: there are issues at both state and federal
levels. Lt. Gov. Peggy Flanagan is especially interested. UMM can continue to lobby.
There may be opportunity for collaboration at the federal level with Ft. Lewis College of

Colorado, the only other public college directly descended from an American Indian
boarding school. Minnesota is lucky to have a member on the House Education and Labor
Committee and on its Higher Education and Workforce Development Subcommittee.
4. Dennis Stewart inquired whether UMM received $500,000 this year from the U of M for
the tuition waiver. Chancellor Behr answered in the affirmative.
5. Cyrus Bina stated that the UMTC CLA is “thriving by cannibalizing UMM international
students.” Chancellor Behr returned to the systemwide recruitment of international
students and the need to emphasize UMM’s advantage in its residential environment.
6. Heather Peters asked what the Chancellor thinks are misperceptions of her job. Chancellor
Behr warned of “us” v. “them” feelings among faculty, staff, and administrators.
7. Lauri Wyum asked if a single individual oversees retention. Chancellor Behr remarked
that possibly too many groups—such as the Office of Institutional Effectiveness and the
task force responding to the Higher Learning Commission—are involved.
8. Ben Narvaez wondered what the data indicates about retention failures. Chancellor Behr
cited increased mental health challenges, higher financial need, the attraction of UMTC,
and student wishes for undergraduate professional programs unavailable at UMM.
9. Heather Peters inquired about the likely number of tenure line faculty searches in 20192020. The Chancellor said no decision has been made.
10. Sheri Breen asked about how the Regent selection process is likely to turn out. Chancellor
Behr noted that political difficulties among the DFL and Republican caucuses may leave
the choice to Gov. Tim Walz if the legislature adjourns without agreeing on candidates for
the four open positions.
Chair Kildegaard thanked the Chancellor for her visit. Minutes of the February 19, 2019
meeting were approved without dissent after a few corrections.
While awaiting the next presentation, Chair Kildegaard announced that Division Chairs had
met with Bill Zimmerman about eliminating campus WiFi “dead spots.” Bill also plans to
make the help desk available from 7:30 a. m. to 5:30 p. m. Roger Rose reported that the
Institutional Review Board has awarded more money to UMM, $3000 of which will go to the
Social Sciences Division. One division member expressed concern that an admissions
presentation in October on campus disappointed prospective students, who told their counselor
they wouldn’t attend UMM. Another member remarked that the absence of orientation sessions
for transfer students caused some to feel lost. Another member offered to arrange a shared
google.doc to archive suggestions about enrollment.
Brenda Boever, director of the Office of Academic Success, noted that the first new student
registration takes place April 18. She then spoke about a range of advising matters. She
expects an APAS upgrade in July 19 to help resolve, notably enabling all transfer courses to
appear along with what UMM prerequisites they satisfy. This is especially important because
79% of U of M students transfer credit in when they enroll.
The meeting adjourned at 12:45 p. m.
Respectfully submitted,
Roland Guyotte

